Ecologist in turtle row settles with ministry
He’d been fired for breaching secrecy oath
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VANCOUVER -- Gordon McAdams, a provincial-government ecologist who was fired for filing confidential government documents with the Supreme Court of British Columbia, has reached a settlement with his former ministry.

However, the details of the settlement he agreed to, after filing a grievance against British Columbia's Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management, are not being released.

Mr. McAdams was fired last spring -- on his last day at work before retiring. 

He had been employed by the provincial government for 35 years at that point.

He was dismissed for attaching confidential government records to an affidavit he filed that supported a bid to stop the province from building a road through endangered painted-turtle habitat in Grohman Narrows Provincial Park, near Nelson.

The Supreme Court later ruled that Bill Barisoff, who was then the minister of water, land and air protection for the Liberal government, had made "an unauthorized exercise of his statutory power" when he approved the road. 

The road was not built after Mr. Barisoff's order was set aside by the courts -- but in the meantime, Mr. McAdams had been fired for breaching the civil-servant's oath of secrecy.

Mr. McAdams said in an interview last week that he estimated his dismissal cost him $50,000 in lost salary and pension benefits. He filed a grievance through the B.C. Government and Service Employees' Union.

A news release issued by the BCGEU said a mediated settlement had been reached and all parties had agreed to a joint statement.

"Mr. McAdams decision to access and disclose confidential government documents was in the context of the scheduled commencement of construction of a new park access being only a few weeks away," the statement said. 

"Nevertheless, Gord McAdams, the union and the employer acknowledge that the taking of confidential government documents by public servants, without permission, for the purpose of pursuing a protest against government action, is not justified. All other terms of the settlement are confidential."

Teresa Marshall, a spokeswoman for the BCGEU, said a legal agreement restricts any of the parties from revealing details of the settlement. But she said the BCGEU feels the case highlights the need for provincial legislation to protect whistle-blowers.

Mr. McAdams plunged into the turtle controversy last spring after attending a public hearing in Nelson, in which he heard Blaire Suffredine, then the local Liberal MLA, say that the road would actually be good for turtles.
