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BC government opens the information door a crack 
Government moves to routinely release some information,  

but lots of records remain behind closed doors 
 
Vancouver  –  With its new “Open Information – Open Data” policy, the BC government has 
taken a big step forward on how it releases information to the public. But according to the BC 
Freedom of information and Privacy Association, there is still a lot of work to be done to change 
an entrenched government culture of secrecy. 

“The policies announced by Premier Clark are more than cosmetic,” said FIPA Executive 
Director Vincent Gogolek. “However, several important pieces that were expected are missing. 
Hopefully those will be coming soon.” 

First the positive points: 

• The policy indicates the government is serious about having the bureaucracy consider 
how to release information proactively. 

• The open data site has a reasonable licence requirement for public use, and no 
registration requirement 

• FOI requesters have 72 hours minimum exclusive time with records released in 
response to their requests – three times the minimum time recommended by the 
Information and Privacy Commissioner 

There are some significant negatives however: 

• There is no routine release of government contracts or audit reports as recommended 
by the Commissioner and FIPA. 

• Information on government travel includes amounts, but no indication of where or why a 
minister was traveling. There is also no routine release of the calendars of Ministers and 
their senior officials as recommended by the Commissioner. 

• There is no allowance for an FOI requester to request a delay of more than five days 
before records and released to the public, contrary to the Commissioner’s 
recommendations. 

“We are pleased to see the government making a serious effort to improve transparency, but 
the hard part is still to come,” Gogolek said. “The real test is how willing they will be to release 
information that could be unfavourable or embarrassing.” 
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