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Elections BC says gag law covers entire province during by-
election 

 
Christy Clark’s Westside-Kelowna by-election chills on free political speech all over B.C. 
 
VANCOUVER, B.C.— B.C.’s unconstitutional Election Act is once again smacking 
down British Columbians’ freedom of expression. 
 
Elections BC has stated that the creators of any electronic (or other) communications 
that can be received in the riding of Westside-Kelowna--where Christy Clark will be 
running for a seat in the legislature after being defeated last month in Vancouver-Point 
Grey--will be subject to the same registration and reporting requirements as ‘third-party 
election advertising sponsors’ are during the general election. This means small 
organizations or groups of individuals who thought they were free to communicate about 
issues that concern them, even those hundreds of kilometers away from the riding in 
question, have another thing coming. 
 
Anyone (other than an individual expressing their personal views) who creates web 
content, tweets or Facebook posts that take a position on any of the issues with which a 
candidate or party running in the by-election is associated, must register with Elections 
BC before communicating. Failure to do so could result in a $10,000 fine and up to a 
year in jail.   
 
“This is absurd and frankly unacceptable,” said FIPA’s Executive Director Vincent 
Gogolek. “Simply because websites and Twitter feeds are accessible in a riding where a 
by-election is taking place, people at the other end of the province could find 
themselves on the receiving end of jail time or fines.”  
 
FIPA is currently challenging the Election Act’s third-party advertising sponsor 
provisions in BC Supreme Court, [http://fipa.bc.ca/home/news/344] and has been calling 
for changes to the law for several years. 
 
This latest clampdown on political speech comes just weeks after a provincial election 
mired in Election Act-related confusion and self-censorship. FIPA received numerous 



calls and emails from individuals and groups over the course of the campaign, 
expressing concern that even their low-to-no cost communications could land them in 
jail. 
 
“It’s time for a change,” says Gogolek. “British Columbians should be entitled to go 
through election periods without being muzzled by their own government.”  
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