PAST AWARD WINNERS

Whistleblower and Freedom of Information Awards

Since 1995, the Whistleblower, Freedom of Information and Information Rights awards have recognized outstanding contributions

to information rights in Canada
Whistleblower Awards

Dr. Noel Buskard —  An award-winning professor of medicine at UBC, Dr. Buskard suffered reprisals after going public to expose the “abysmal” state of Vancouver General Hospital’s laboratory services, protest the improper firing of the hospital’s head emergency nurse, and expose what he called “filthy” and unsafe conditions at Heather Pavilion.

Dr. Margaret Haydon —  At considerable risk to her 15-year career as a drug evaluator and veterinarian with Health Canada, Ms. Haydon exposed the flawed review process that resulted in the approval of the drug rBST and went public with evidence that it could be harmful to human health.

Prof. Jeffrey Hutchings, Dept. of Biology, Dalhousie University — Despite professional risk, this former Department of Fisheries and Oceans biologist published a journal article that blew the whistle on bureaucratic interference with the communication of research findings.
Dr. Nancy Olivieri  — Dr. Olivieri made front-page news across Canada when, as the lead researcher conducting trials of a drug for the treatment of a rare blood disorder, she went public with findings that the drug was causing harmful effects.  She took this action in spite of a gag order, threats of lawsuits from the drug manufacturer, and sanctions by the hospital where she practiced.

Cpl. Robert Read — This RCMP investigator went public with allegations that senior officers were attempting a cover-up of corruption at Canada’s diplomatic mission in Hong Kong.  Up to 30 foreign service officers who were named in his investigation have been reprimanded for accepting “gifts” from wealthy Chinese families.

Freedom of Information Awards

Jim Bronskill, reporter, Canadian Press, Ottawa — As a reporter with Southam News, Bronskill used Canada’s Access to Information Act to unearth a 20-year program in which federal prisonerss were used as guinea pigs in experiments involving drugs, sensory deprivation and shock treatment.

Andrew McIntosh  — An award-winning investigative reporter with the National Post, McIntosh used the Access to Information Act to break the “Shawinigate” story about Jean Chretien’s involvement in obtaining government grants for businessmen in his riding.  As an instructor, McIntosh has taught over 500 journalists how to make effective use of FOI laws.

Martin Mittelstaedt, reporter, the Globe and Mail  — For outstanding and publicly beneficial use of a freedom of information act in Canada. Through FOI requests and court appeals with the support of the Globe, Mittelstaedt succeeded in exposing serious safety violations at Ontario Hydro nuclear power facilities.

Ann Rees, former reporter, The Province, Vancouver  — Rees used B.C.’s FOI act to research a series of articles entitled “Drugging Our Children” which revealed the misuse of the prescription drug Ritalin to control the behavior of normal children in some B.C. Schools.

Ken Rubin — Mr. Rubin is the foremost advocate and “expert user” of freedom of information acts in Canada.  As a public interest researcher, he blazed the trail in the use of Canada’s Access to Information Act and has held the government to account through hundreds of access appeals and several important court cases.

Information Rights Awards

David Loukidelis, Information And Privacy Commissioner of British Columbia — For major contributions to FOI and privacy rights in B.C. prior to becoming Commissioner, as chief author of the book Information Rights for B.C. and other landmark works which ignited the drive toward “one of the finest FOI Acts in the world.”

Thomas B. Riley —  For more than 30 years working within Canada and around the world to get freedom of information and privacy acts – including B.C.’s – developed and enacted.  Mr. Riley is an Ottawa-based information policy consultant, a visiting professor at the University of Glasgow, and Chief Executive of the Commonwealth Centre for Electronic Governance. 

Hon. Colin Gabelmann, former Attorney General of British Columbia; Barry Jones, former MLA; Murray Rankin, Barrister and Solicitor; and Rob Botterell, former Director of the Information and Privacy Branch, BC Ministry of Government Services –  For their central contributions as the four main proponents and architects of BC’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
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