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3110 Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC  V5M 4A2

604.430.8600 toll-free 1.888.868.3637

BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association Questionnaire

#1

Yes.  New Democrats are committed to improving access to government information. The BC Liberals have been denying access through unnecessary delays in processing requests for information and not providing the Information and Privacy Commissioner’s office with the resources needed to respond to public concerns. Carole James is committed to supporting the independent offices of the Legislature that hold government to account and will ensure there are appropriate levels of records management staff so requests are processed in a more timely fashion.

#2

The FOIPPA currently provides for a review of the Act by a special select standing committee of the legislature.  This committee meets and receives input from the public and produces recommendations that the government can either accept or ignore in whole or in part.    New Democrats will consider recommendations from the most recent report from the special legislative committee , including access to personal information without charge.

The whole area of the protection of personal information held in the private sector is a new and is increasingly of concern. New Democrats are interested in exploring how the FOIPP Act or other legislative initiative might protect personal information held in those circumstances.

#3

Independent officers like the Office of the FOIPP Commissioner provide a necessary and effective check on government and need to be funded adequately if they are to fulfill their mandate. The BC Liberals slashed the budgets of all independent offices of the Legislature that hold the government to account, including the Office of the FOIPP Commissioner.  More balanced legislative oversight by the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services, including the ability to receive public input, will ensure that the budgets of independent officers reflect their workload and their ability to fulfill their mandate.

#4

   .   New Democrats are concerned that high fee estimates and delays in processing requests are preventing people from pursuing FOI requests. New Democrats will ensure that there are adequate levels of record management staff to get the job done and will support fees being based on a cost-recovery service model.

#5

 BC’s New Democrats do not support fees being charged for granting access to one’s own personal information.  

#6

Yes, the Act has already been amended to extend the request time to 30 working days from 30 calendar days and that should be more than enough time to respond to the vast majority of requests.  New Democrats will not hide behind privacy laws and will instead provide adequate levels of records management staff so requests can be processed in a more timely fashion.

#7

New Democrats are committed to  returning BC Ferries to crown corporation status and to amending the FOIPPA so that it applies to the corporation. To ensure greater openness and transparency for taxpayer spending on the 2010 Winter Olympic Games, New Democrats would also have the FOIPPA apply.

#8

There is a reasonable expectation that when a person makes a request under the Act that their privacy will be protected.  New Democrats will ensure that only those who need to know the requestors identity were made aware of that identity and, if necessary, give explicit direction that the identity of requestors is not to be shared.

#9

If there are deficiencies in the Document Disposal Act or the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act or other government policies and procedures when it comes to the improper disposal or alteration of documents then those deficiencies will be addressed.

#10

All members of the public service, but especially the Deputy Minister to the Premier and Secretary to Cabinet, need to be aware of their responsibility and obligation to abide by record management protocols. Proper record management is key to ensuring continuity and consistency in decision-making and in the application of law and public policy.  New Democrats will ensure that there is proper education and oversight of record management tools.

#11

New Democrats are committed to implementing recommendation 17 of the Special Committee report, 1999, so that all independent offices of the Legislature are subject to the FOIPPA.
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