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VICTORIA (CP) -- British Columbia's privacy commissioner has again delayed release of a report into how the U.S. Patriot Act could affect the province. 
 

It's the second time the commission has said it needs more time to wade through a massive number of submissions on whether the anti-terrorism American law could force B.C. companies with U.S. head offices to hand over information about British Columbians. 

 

The report was supposed to be completed by the middle of September. 

 

"The sheer volume of the submissions and the complexity of the issues have forced a second extension of the report's release date," said Mary Carlson, director of policy and compliance for the Office of the Information and Privacy Commission. 

 

The commission received more than 500 submissions from individuals, governments, other privacy commissioners, businesses, unions, technology associations, non-profit associations, civil liberties groups, health care bodies and seniors' organizations. 

 

Carlson said the B.C. government and the B.C. Government Employees Union recently gave the commission further submissions which will require additional research. 

 

She said her office's inquiry is important and complex and touches on the business practices of public bodies across British Columbia. 

 

"In order to do justice to this project, the commissioner requires more time to complete his analysis." 

 

Commissioner David Loukidelis now plans to release his report by the end of October. 

 

Loukidelis announced his inquiry in May to examine concerns that U.S. authorities such as the FBI might have access to confidential information about B.C. residents if the provincial government proceeds with plans to contract out management of medical billings to a company with a U.S. parent. 

 

IBM and Maximus Inc., are shortlisted in the bid to run the B.C. Medical Service Plan and PharmaCare administration services and technical support. 

 

The U.S. Patriot Act was enacted following the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Section 215 of the act allows a special court to secretly issue an order requiring "the production of any tangible things" to the FBI. 

 

This can include an individual's personal information. 

 

Anyone served with such a secret order is prohibited from disclosing to anyone else that the order exists or has been complied with. 

 

In July, the B.C. government said it would introduce tough new privacy provisions this fall to prevent the U.S. government from examining private information about provincial residents. 

 

The measures include ensuring U.S. affiliates of Canadian and B.C. companies don't have access to, or control over personal information provided by a public body and requirements to notify the government of any potential disclosure.
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