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‘Magic Wand’ amendment can cloak


any committee of Legislature in secrecy





Vancouver — In a move that has stunned freedom-of-information advocates, the BC Government has introduced an amendment to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act that allows it to extend Cabinet secrecy to virtually any committee of the Legislature, as long as one member of Cabinet sits on it.





The government included the amendment on October 9 in Bill 62, the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act.  It amends section 12 of the FOI act to allow the Executive Council (the Cabinet) to designate a committee of the Legislature as a Cabinet committee if its deliberations “relate to the deliberations of the Executive Council.”





 “That’s quite a stretch,” stated Darrell Evans, FIPA’s executive director.  “What committee business doesn’t relate to something Cabinet may be discussing?  Virtually nothing of importance.





 “This amendment is basically a magic wand the government can use to transform any committee into a Cabinet committee.  It’s a move that threatens to draw a cloak of secrecy across virtually all the decision-making of the BC government.”





The Liberal government campaigned on a promise to be ‘the most open, accountable and democratic government in Canada’ and has made a great show of holding monthly open Cabinet meetings.  This amendment reveals that the Liberals may in fact be moving rapidly toward a more closed and secretive way of governing than the previous NDP administration.





FIPA will be urging the government to acknowledge that the public has a right to know how and why important government decisions are taken, by rejecting the proposed amendment to the FOI act when Bill 62 returns to the floor of the Legislature.
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