MEDIA ADVISORY

New privacy law to affect every business, union and non-profit organization in BC

November 21, 2003 — The BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association (FIPA) is assembling over 30 experts in Vancouver on Nov. 24 and 25 for a conference on BC’s new Personal Information Protection Act.

This act, which takes effect on January 1, 2004, will bring sweeping changes in the way private organizations are allowed to handle personal information.  It will require every business, labour union and non-profit society in BC to implement a strict privacy code regarding the way they collect, use and disclose the personal information of clients, customers, members and personnel.  

The legislation will also give the public powerful new privacy rights: the right to see the information collected about themselves, to demand that any false information be corrected, and to make complaints to the privacy commissioner if the law is broken.
Implementing the Personal Information Protection Act represents a huge educational challenge for the private sector.  While it takes effect on January 1, most organizations are nowhere near ready to comply, according to FIPA. “The New Wave of Privacy Protection: Understanding and Implementing the New Legislation” will help fill the knowledge gap.

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS:

Sandy Santori, Minister of Management Services, BC

David Loukidelis, Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC

Frank Work, Information and Privacy Commissioner of Alberta

Heather Black, Assistant Privacy Commissioner of Canada
Roger McConchie, Barrister & Solicitor, Borden Ladner Gervais

Murray Rankin, Q.C., Arvay Finlay Barristers, Victoria 

Amanda Maltby, Vice President, Canadian Marketing Association

Robin Gould-Soil, Corporate Privacy Officer, TD Bank Financial Group

Drew McArthur, VP and Chief Privacy Officer, TELUS

Brendan Seaton, Chief Privacy & Security Officer, Ontario Smart Systems for Health

For complete speaker list, see conference website at www.ellisriley.on.ca/fipa
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