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BC’s ‘Open Government’ not very open
Commissioner Denham’s report calls open information component “the weakest component of the policy”
VANCOUVER, July 25, 2013—Today’s report from Information and Privacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham confirms that the government has found a lot of excuses for not making information available to British Coumbians. The report evaluates the success of the Government of British Columbia’s ‘open government’ initiative, which Premier Christy Clark announced in July 2011.

Denham’s report, released this morning, responds in part to complaints from the BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association over the government’s policies and actions in this area.

“Taken as a whole, Commissioner Denham’s report shows a government that is happy to release bland, brochure type information, but digs in its heels over anything else,” said FIPA Executive Director Vincent Gogolek. 

In a stunning discovery, Denham reported that 18 months after the government amended the law to require ministries to identify records that could be released without a Freedom of Information request, the government has identified precisely zero documents.
“This is unacceptable,” Gogolek said.
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