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Report says B.C. government actions resulted in “likely contraventions of Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act”
This is a law, not a guideline, FIPA says
VANCOUVER, B.C.-- In a report released earlier today, B.C.’s Information and Privacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham describes a government that “…has not sufficiently integrated its responsibilities regarding privacy and access into the workplace culture.” 

The report is an investigation into the possible sharing of personal information between the B.C. government and the B.C. Liberal Party. Denham’s investigators were unable to find evidence that information was illegally shared between the government and the Liberal Party, based on sworn testimony of several key figures in the so-called ‘Ethnic outreach scandal.’ However Denham also found widespread use of private e mails to conduct government business. 

“This report catalogues a government culture where a quasi constitutional statute protecting our information and privacy rights is routinely and blithely ignored by government officials,” said Vincent Gogolek, Executive Director of the B.C. Freedom of Information and Privacy Association. “We agree with the Commissioner that it’s time for a culture change in the B.C. Government.” 

Denham made several recommendations, most centering on training for government and party officials so they are aware of their obligations under the public and private sector information and privacy laws.
However it is clear that at least some officials are very aware of the implications of their actions; Denham’s report makes note of Minister John Yap’s statement that government employees use personal e mail “to avoid freedom of information legislation”.

“The time has come for penalties to be included for violations of FIPPA,” said Gogolek. “However useful training may be, it is also clear that a number of the key players not only are aware of their obligation, but they actively work to evade them. Change won’t come unless people violating the law face more serious consequences for their actions.”
Denham’s complete report is available at: http://www.oipc.bc.ca/investigation-reports/1559
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ABOUT THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PRIVACY ASSOCIATION

FIPA is a non-partisan, non-profit society that was established in 1991 to promote and defend freedom of information and privacy rights in Canada. Our goal is to empower citizens by increasing their access to public information and their control over their own personal information. We serve a wide variety of individuals and organizations through programs of public education, public assistance, research, and law reform.
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