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	Why Open Government?


	“Open government is the hallmark of a free and democratic society…Government information belongs to the people, not to the government.” – Gordon Campbell, 1998
Governments are vast storehouses of information that our tax dollars pay to have collected, created, stored and shared. This information is a vital part of: 

· our public property; 

· our history; and 

· our intellectual heritage. 

This wealth of information must be freely shared so that citizens are informed on public matters, engaged in public debate, and able to assess the performance of their government.

Conversely, a populace that is ill-informed or misinformed about its government will stop trusting elected officials and be unable to participate effectively as citizens.
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The BC Information Summit is presented by 

BC Freedom of Information & Privacy Association 

Canadian Taxpayers Federation 

UBC School of Journalism 
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And co-sponsored by

BC Civil Liberties Association 
Canadian Newspaper Association
BC Coalition of People
with Disabilities
Canadian Office & Professional Employees Union
BC Library Association 
Trial Lawyers Association of BC 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee 
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The BC Information Summit – Friday September 29, 2006

The first BC Information Summit brings together academics, legal experts, journalists, present and past elected officials and experienced Freedom of Information requesters from every sector of society. Together, they shall explore the challenges and solutions of creating an open government and a free flow of information to the public. 
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	Freedom of Information in BC: where it came from and where is it going?


BC's Freedom of Information Act, passed in 1992, was designed to make BC's government more open and accountable. Then-Attorney General Colin Gabelman proclaimed, “We want to create a ‘culture of openness' within government so that information is routinely released.”

That was the theory then; what is the reality today? Has FOI really made the government more transparent and accountable? Has it empowered citizens? Is government really more open than it was fourteen years ago?

The current Liberal administration also trumpeted its commitment to open government and freedom of information, stating, “All citizens must have timely, effective and affordable access to the documents which governments make and keep,” and “there are few issues of more importance than the public's right to know.”

However, according to FOI advocates and requesters, the citizens' right of access to information has suffered badly under both NDP and Liberal administrations. Amendments to the FOI act and ill considered court decisions have reduced the act's effectiveness. Critics of the government's performance complain that an entrenched “culture of denial” has evolved toward access requests. Studies claim that FOI response times have increased, fee estimates have skyrocketed, and other barriers to access have proliferated.

If this is the past of freedom of information in BC, what is its future? Are there workable solutions to the problems of access? Once elected, does any government really have the will to share its control over information with the public?

The first BC Information Summit brings together academics, present and past elected officials and experienced Freedom of Information requesters from every sector of society. Together, they shall explore the challenges and solutions of creating an open government and a free flow of information to the public. 
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	Summit Speakers 


The first BC Information Summit brings together academics, legal experts, journalists, present and past elected officials and experienced Freedom of Information requesters from every sector of society. Together, they shall explore the challenges and solutions of creating open government and a free flow of information to the public.

· Hon. Olga Ilich, Minister of Labour & Citizens' Services, BC 

· David Mitchell, Vice President, University Relations, University of Ottawa; writer, historian and former MLA 

· Mitch Anderson, former Staff Scientist with Sierra Legal Defence Fund 

· Sara MacIntyre, BC Director, Canadian Taxpayers Federation 

· Anne-Marie DeLorey, Staff Representative, Health Research and Policy, BC Government and Service Employees' Union 

· Kirk LaPointe, Managing Editor, the Vancouver Sun 

· Randy Christensen, staff lawyer, Sierra Legal Defence Fund 

· Mel Rothenburger, Editor, Kamloops Daily News; former Mayor of Kamloops 

· Murray Rankin, QC , Heenan Blaikie LLP; Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Victoria ; former special advisor on the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
· Gerald Fahey, Barrister and Solicitor, Epstein Wood; former President, BC Freedom Of Information & Privacy Association 

· Blair Lekstrom, MLA, former Chair, Special Committee to Review the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 

· Geoff Plant, QC, Heenan Blaikie LLP; former Attorney General of BC 

· Ann Rees, Instructor, Journalism Program, Kwantlen College 

· Mel Rothenburger, Editor, Kamloops Daily News; former Mayor of Kamloops 

· David Loukidelis, Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC 

· Gary Dickson, Information and Privacy Commissioner of Sasketchawan 

· Paul Ramsey, Former Minister of Finance, Minister of Health and Minister of Education, BC 

· Joyce Murray, Former Minister of Water, Land and Air Protection, and former Minister of Management Services, BC 
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	Summit Registration 


On-line registration is now closed. However, there are still participant spaces available for the Information Summit. If you would like to register please email info@infosummit.ca with your name, phone number, title and/or organization name, and what form of payment you will use when you arrive at the Summit . You may also call 604.255.1336, but email is the best way to get in touch with us. You can also register on site tomorrow between 8AM and 8:45AM. Thank you for your interest in the Summit . 

Registration prices are as follows: 

	  
	Early Bird 
	Regular 

	Organization rate* 
	$75 
	$90 

	Individual rate** 
	$55 
	$65 

	Senior/student rate 
	$25 
	$30 

	All rates include a buffet lunch
Early Bird Rates are available until September 18, 2006 


*Organization rate for those attending on behalf of their company or organization. 
**Individual rate for those attending on their own behalf.
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	Summit Contact 


If you would like to contact us at the BC Information Summit please call 604.255.1336 or info@infosummit.ca . 

	The BC Information Summit is presented by 

	BC Freedom of Information & Privacy Association 
	Canadian Taxpayers Federation 

	UBC School of Journalism 


