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WHO SUPPORTS THE HST?
OrganizatIons represeritlng"l;lmUllan
workers agree the HSl; 15 gOOd fOr'S.C.

For,mo're:Info'rrrtatlon,
vrslt' gOV."c~c~lhJf

HERE'S WHY,

The HST Is lesHos~ly to admlnlster ror
buslnessennd'goverrinient:Taxpayers will
save'S3o million ayear-in adrilfnlstratfon
costs that can 'be Invested I",publlc: serVices.

"These changes, in combination
with federal reductions in
corporj'lte taxes, will make British
Columbia one of the most tax
competitive regimes in the world.1I

~anad/a/l Eco!1omlstand Tax Experr, Dr. Jack Mintz

nomfc,studY',says',hafnronlzatlon,wlll
e ~~t':ltal h\ves,trn~nt,bY,$11.S'btllfon,
9,ln' t:lew,well-paying Jobs.

An

The HST is expected to create an additional 113,000 jobs in B.C. by reducing
costs for employers so they can expand their business and pay higher wages.

HOW DOES THE HST

CREATE JOBS
AND INCREASE WAGES?

HOW DOES THE HST WORK?
On'Ju,lyjl'ithe 7'*:( omblned with
theS%fe 8 combined

:Harmonized S of 12% -'th.lowe.t
In:can'ada:

Academic research- and'real-world evidence
'fronrother,HSTJutisdlttlonslias shown that
under an',HsyJax structure,wages go up.prices
go-:down--antfmore jObs are cr.eated.

For a Usfof HSTexem~tt,ons,' zero:rated
products, and rebates, VIsit gov.IK;cci/hst

1.1'million low~ to moderat
Bdtlsh:c:ohim~lims
,wlltget'up to',$23,0.
member through,a n
who,are,als'o eU(llble
a total ofup to $1'16 p

HOW Will THE HST IMPACT
MY FAMilY BUDGET?
Whll~fthe'

8!(resta
80% of
ImpJfeted

Here are)ustof few,olthi'fprciducts,you
won~tpaY)fpe ore, on:,

•
~EW SIZE: 7.125" x10.75" Flat 14.25" x10.7&'
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We're generous.
British Columbians
volunteer nearly
300 million hours
every year.

We live long.
.c. has among

the longest life
expectancies In
the world.

We're leading edge.
Our children will be the
next generation of marine
biologists, digital animators,
green technologists, medical
specialists, scientists and
engineers. Even better, they
can all be trained at home by
our universities and colleges
and work in leading B.C.
based companies.

We like big stuff. B.C.ls home to
orne of the world's biggest roadside
tractions such as the world's largest
ckey stick, gold pan, cross-country
,fly-fishing rod, and the tallest
rn pole.

W"'r,, cool. Here's a few British
Columbians who prove it: Kim
Cattrall, Seth Rogen, Nelly
Furtado, Ryan Reynolds, Bryan
Adams. Steve Nash, Michael
J. Fox, Joshua Jackson, Sarah
McLachlan, Eric McCormack,
Michael Buble, almost 50 NHL
players, 10 major league baseball
players, 35 Olympians and
22 Paralympians.

e're welcoming. We speak 146
different languages - from Chinese to
PunJabl, German to Nisga'a.

We love the environment.
B.C. has more protected
land than any other
province In Canada
an area equal tothe
size of Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island
combined.

10 REASONS WHY S.c. IS

THE BEST PLACE
ON EARTH

We move peo am "the last
spikeN that connected Canada by rail,
to our modern-day ports, airports and
engineering transportation marvels,
a.c. Is North America's Pacific Gateway.
We have one of the world's largest ferry
fleets, moving 20 million passengers and
8 million vehicles each year In 36 vessels,

,.,:.:

\it$~:§.¥.?;:=:::g=:
Our students
excel. a.C students
onslstently rank

ong the top
orrners worldwide

areas like literacy
and science.
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Be adventurous in the mountains and be
leisurely in the countryside. Enjoy legendary
views of majestic peaks, soothing hot
springs and a mix of golf courses in the
Kootenay Rockies region. Take refreshing
dips in plentiful lakes and Indulge in the
numerous fruit stands, orchards and award
winning wineries in the Okanagan Valley.

'<<1-
Here\n few of the "must-sees": Yoho
NatIonal Park's glnclallakes and Takakkaw
Falls, Comlnco Gnrdel'ls of more than
48,000 flowers, golf a top-rated la-hole \
championship course wlthdrarnatlc::
mountaIn bac!<drops, and 350 restored
heritage buildings in the charmIng city
of Nelson.

MOUNTAINS & VINEYARDS TRIP

?to 10 days

Visit the trailheads of the historic West
Coast, spectacular provincial parks, pastoral
landscapes and wineries.

".,...
Here\ a few of the "must-sees": Victoria's
Inner Harbour and legislative buildings,
dining at Sooke Harbour Hou,~e, tld,,1 pools on
the Juan de Fuca Marine Trallln Port Renfre-w,
carvers at Quw'utsun' Cultural Centre, and
Cowlchan Valley's "Gourmet Trail" of WIMrl(!s,
fresh seafood docks, and holistic farms.

Journey "coast to coast" on Vancouver Island.
See panoramic views of the Juan de Fuca,
Haro and Georgia Straits as well as the
Saanich Peninsula.

PACIFIC MARINE TRIP

2 t04 days

Enjoy diverse landscapes and activities.
Voyage along the beautiful and rugged
West Coast, watching for whales or sea
lions. Drive the "Freedom Road# past
abundant fishing lakes, through cowboy
country and arrive in the adventure
playground of Whistler. Complete the trip
with a world-crass dining experience at one
of Vancouver's award-winning restaurants.

,,"'-
Here" a few of the "must-sees": Sandstone
cliff and caverns at Newcastle Island Marine
Provincial Parl(, Be Ferries' Discover North
Passage cruise to Bella Coola, volcanic
"Rainbow Mountains" In Tweedsmuir
Provincial Park, and glaciers at Joffre Lakes
Provincial Parl(.

Explore the magnificence of the northern
wilderness. Drive across stunning mountain
passes, through dense em~ld-green
forests, and past muskegfind prairie fIelds
of golden wheat and bright yellow canola.

Tour AboiJginal villages, visit historic sites
and view engineering marvels like the
W.A.L Bennett Dam. Spot phenomenal
wildlife such as grizzly and black bears,
moose and beavers.

-v<;-
He~a few of the "musHees": The
Expro;atlon Place Museum and Science
Centre 'In Prince George, Bijoux Falls, Liard
River Hot Springs, and wildlife viewing
platform at Fish Creek.

GREAT NORTHERN TRIP

8 to 14 days

3.5 billion people saw our province during the Olympics. These Super, Natural'"
places are right on your doorstep; Get ahead of the rush and visit some places
close to home. Whether you're looking to drive, fly or take the train, we can

offer hundreds of Yea~~ro~ tions at HelloBC.com or by dropping into
your local Visitor Cen .~ few deas to get you started:

\\'-" <- ,,~

COAST CARIBOO TRIP

7 to 10 days

THIS YEAR,

CELEBRATE
THE SPIRIT OF 2010

,0 11
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10 REASONS WHY B.C. IS

THE BEST PLACE
ON EARTH

10 IDEAS TO CELBRATE THE

BRITISH COLUMBIA
LONG WEEKEND

3

8. Volunteer your time
with a local community
organization or event.
Find a short-term
volunteer opportunity
here: -
www.vofweb.ca

9. British Columbia has an
official flower, gemstone,
bird,tree and mammal.
But we're stllliooking for
an official fossil and we
need your help;
www.gov.bc.ca/aJ

10. Since 2001, BC has
built more than 200
kilometres of new bike
lanes and trails for you
to enjoy in over 50
communities.
www.th.gov.bc.ca/BikeBC/
links.htmf

s. Go to the rodeo

6. Eat local and raise a glass

7. lose yourself in a book

8. Se generous

9. Help B.C. find an official fossil

10. Ridea bike

1. Explore

2. Travel through time

3. Be curious

4. Hit the links

7. There are more than 9,000 B.C
authors with books covering romance,
mystery, history, poetry, science fiction,
kids' fiction and non-fiction. And
what's more, If you have a BC One Card,
you can borrow the book at any library
across the province for free. Find a
library near you:
www.bcJibraries.calhome

6. There are more than 70 farmers
markets in B.C. featuring some of the
freshest and best produce in the world.
You can tour one of Be's 207 wineries.
Fine food or wine near you:www.
bcfarmersmarket.org. or
www.winebc.com

3. B.C. has 535 museums
and art galleries with
collections to meet all
passions. Learn about
First Nations culture, local
history and B.C. artists.
www.hellobc.com

1. Old you know S.c. has
more than 850 parks and
protected areas in every
region? Perfect for hiking,
camping, swimming,
boating and fishing.
For ideas near you:
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks

2. From Sarkerville to Fort
Langley, Fort Steele to
Fort Rodd Hill, B.C. has 91
National Historic Sites, 10
Provincial Historic Sites
and three UNESCO World
Heritage sites.
www.he/lobc.com

5. Take In a BC Day
weekend rodeo
in Nemiah Valley,
Abbotsford, or
100 Mile House.
www.rodeobc.com

4. In 2007, S.c. was named
the best golf destination
in North America.
There are more than
300 golf courses across
S.c. and for families

. with young children,
B.C. is also a hotbed
for mini-golf. www.
golfinbritishcoJumbia.com

9. British Columbians
volunteer nearly 300
million hours every year.

10. From "the last spike"
that connected Canada
by rail, to our modern
day ports, airports and
engineering transportation
marvels, S.C is- North
America's Pacific Gateway.
We have one of the world's
largest ferry fleets moving
20 million passengers and
8 million vehicles each year
in 36 vessels.

8. S.C students
consistently rank among
the top performers
worldwide in areas like
literacy and science.

t

6. B.C is home to some of the world's
biggest roadside attractions such as the
world's largest hockey stick, gold pan,
cross-country skis, fly-fishing rod, and the
tallest totem pole.

4. Our children will be the next
generation of marine biologists,
digital animators, green technologists,
medical specialists, scientists and
engineers. Even better, they can all be
trained at home by our universities
and colleges and work in leading B.C.
b.ased companies.

3. S.c. has more protected land than
any other province in Canada - an area
equal to the size of Nova Scotia, New
BrunsWick and Prince Edward Island
combined.

5. We speak 146 different languages from
Chinese to Punjabi, German to Nisga'a.

7. S.c. asamong longest life
expectancies in the world.

1. Inspired by heroes
such as Terry Fox and Rick
Hansen, s.c. is home to

some of the world's leading

edge spinal cord, cancer

and genome research,
giving millions of people
around the world a second
chance at life.

2.. And here's a few British
Columbians that prove it:
Kim (attral, Seth Ragen,
Nelly Furtado, Ryan
Reynolds, Bryan Adams,
Steve Nash, Michael J.
Fox, Joshua Jackson,
Sarah McLaughlin, Eric
McCormack, Michael
Buble, almost 50 NHL

players, 10 major league
baseball players, 35
Olympians and 22
Paralympians.

2



Renewable power producers will have the tools necessary to create"jobs in every region.

Competitively-priced, green power will support the growth of our communities and industries
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To learn more, visit www.powerofbcca.

B.C. is a dean energy powerhouse. The Clean Energy Act ensures British Columbia becomes
electricity self-sufficient and that low rates are protected for B.C. ratepayers. We're undertaking

the largest investment in B.C's dean energy assets including the Site C Clean Energy Project that
will create over 35,000 jobs and produce enou9h dean electricity to power more than 400,000

homes annually.

British Columbia has taken aggressive action
to tackle climate change, including setting

greenhouse gas reduction targets in law;
implementing North America's first revenue

neutral, carbon levy; becoming the first
Canadian partner in the Western Climate

Initiative that will design a cap and trade

system; and working to become the first
carbon neutral government in North America.

LEADING CLIMATE ACTION

Forging new partnerships and fostering

existing relationships has made British

Columbia stronger. We are building a
new relationship with First Nations and

working with local governments and the
federal government to expand public

transit, reduce crime and build new

community infrastructure. Agreements
with neighbouring provinces are allOWing

people to use their certifications to
work and do business in more than

one province. We have reached beyond

our borders to build economic and

educational ties across the Pacific and have

partnered with our American neighbors

to protect our environment and share

new technology and knowledge that will

protect the health of the Pacific Ocean and
build our regional economy.

STRENGTHENING
PARTNERSHIPS

B.C. has the lowest personal provincial

income taxes in Canada. Our province will

soon have the lowest corporate tax rate

of the G8 countries and in 2012 we will

reduce B.C's small business corporate tax
rate to zero. Targeted tax credits for film,

television, digital media and incentives for

oil and gas are encouraging new jobs and

new growth in those sectors.

LOWERING AND
SIMPLIFYING TAXES

CAPITALIZING ON OUR

CLEAN ENERGY
ADVANTAGE

OPENING CANADA'S
PACIFIC GATEWAY
New and upgraded roads, bridges,

ports, airports, public transit, ferries,

border crossings, railways and other key

transportation corridors are helping ensure

we fully utilize B.C's geographic advantage as

North America's closest connection to Asia to

create jobs and growth. By 2020, trade with
Asia could create as many as 255,000 jobs.

We're undertaking record levels of

construction on schools, hospitals, housing,
roads, bridges and othercritical projects across

the province. $5.3 billion is being invested

in 850 projects throughout British Columbia,

generating an estimated 34,000 jobs.

CREATING MORE JOBS
It all starts with a more competitive economy

that attracts new employers and encourages

existing employers to expand and hire
more workers. Budget 2010 provides that

competitive foundation.

Today we are seeing positive signs that B.C's
economy is starting to turn around. The

Conference Board of Canada expects S,c. to
lead Canada in economic growth this year.
Leading economic forecasters predict S,C's

job growth will be the highest in the nation
this year and our province is expected to lead
Canada in housing starts in 2010.

We're seeing new growth in modern

fndustries such as digital media, with two

major studios recently opening in the Lower

Mainland. OUf forest industry is selling morc
wood to China than ever before and new

mines are under construction that will secure

hundreds of jobs for years to come.

Together, we can seize the opportunity of a

generation, sell our products to the world,

invite new business and secure jobs that will
support f~mmesand communities for decades.

INVESTING
IN OUR FUTURE

The 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games gave British Columbia a foundation

to build a stronger province and create new

opportunities for workers and families.

SEIZING OUR

OLYMPIC
OPPORTUNITIES

4
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SUPPORTING

YOUNG
FAMILIES

Starting this September, full-day
kindergarten for five-year-olds will
help working families with child
care costs. In addition, $26 million
over three years will be available to
support child care costs for 28,000
B.C. families.

LIVING WITHIN
OUR MEANS
British Columbia has earned
top marks from the world's
leading credit rating agencies for
developing a fiscal framework that
ensures we get back to a balanced
budget in 2013 while maintaining
core services such as health care
and education.

RECORD FUNDING FOR
HEALTH, EDUCATON
AND SOCIAL SERVICES
Record funding is now being
provided for health, education,
cnild protection, day care, income
assistance, housing, public safety,
services for seniors, universities
colleges and other critical public
services. In fact, 86% of all new
spending is going towards health
and education,

To find out more, visit
www.bcbudget.ca.

EXPERTS AGREE

THE HST
IS GOOD FOR B.C.

Dozens of economic experts and
business associations have strongly
advocated for the HST. For more
information, visit www.gov.bc.ca/hst.

HOW IT WORKS

On July 1st, the Provincial Sales Tax
(PST) was eliminated. A 7% B.C. rate has
been combined with the 5% federal
Goods and Services Tax (GST), forming a
combined Harmonized Sales Tax (HST)
of 12%, the lowest in Canada. The HST
approach is far simpler, more transparent
and fairer than the PST system.

While you won't pay HST on many of the
items you use every day, as listed below,
HST will apply to junk food, restaurant
meals, haircuts and some other services.
1.1 million British Columbians will get
quarterly cheques of up to $230 annually
through a new HST c'redit. People also
eligible for the federal GST credits may
see a total of up to $716 per year.

The HST is paid just once. The HST is
simpler than the old provincial sales tax,
which is paid multiple times, at every
step of a product's development. This
not only places an undue burden On
businesses, but it increases the final cost
of a product. When a consumer makes a

purchase, they aren't just paying the 7%
PST once, they are effectively paying tax
on top of the tax paid at every step of a
product's development.

WHAT IS EXEMPT

You won't pay a penny more on many of
the products and services you use every
day. Here are just a few of those products:

• Basic groceries
• Most health, medical and dental services

• Child care services
.. Prescription drugs
.. Resale housing
.. Fuel to power your vehicle

• Books
• Children-sized clothing and footwear
• Children's car seats and car booster seats
• Children's diapers

The rebates are set out in the new
Consumption Tax Rebate and Transition
Act. For a list ofHST exemptions, zero-rated
products and rebates, and a copy of the new
Act, visit www.gov.bc.ca/hst.

Local governments, health authorities,
universities, colleges and school districts
will receive a partial rebate on the provincial
portion of the HST. Charities and eligible
non~profitgroups will also receive a rebate.

And that's good for B.C.

7



HOW THE HST

CREATES JOBS
AND INCREASES WAGES

HOW THE HST

LOWER
PRICES

• Business in S.c. will no longer have to
pay PST on business inputs used to run
their business. This includes: heat, power,
office supplies, vehicles and other inputs
necessary to do business.

• Businesses will save time and $150 million
annually in administrative costs because they
will only remit one tax form, instead of two
under the out-dated PST and GST system.

• In total, that's $2 billion in savings that
can be passed onto lower product prices.
Lower costs for business mean lower prices
as businesses strive to grow their customer
base by being more competitive.

-It will lead to an $11.5 billion increase in
capital investment over 10 yeilrs.

That's good for business.

The HST is expected to create an additional
113,000 jobs in British Columbia by reducing
costs on employers looking to expand
their business and pay higher wages.
Academic research and evidence from other
jurisdictions have shown that under an HST
tax structure wages go up, prices go down
and more jobs are created. Here's how:

The vast majority of jobs in British Columbia
are supported by major industries like
mining, oil and gas, transportation,
construction and manufacturing - all of
which will benefit from eliminating taxes
on productivity. The H.ST will remove
$2 billion in costs for B.C businesses,
making them more competitive. Those
savings can be reinvested into more jobs,
higher wages and business expansions in
every region of British Columbia.

Similarly, the HST will make our province
more competitive with over 1;30 countries
around the world that already have a value
added tax system.

An expert study says harmonization will

increase capital investment by $11.5 billion.
It will reduce costs for taxpayers through the
removal of an estimated $30 million annually
in government administration costs. Moving
to the HST eliminates duplication and
overlap between the provincial and federal
government. Every penny of the HST will be
used for health care.

That's good for Briti~h Columbians.

To find out more about how it will help BL
businesses expand and create jobs, visit
www.gov.bc.ca/hst.

Cmwdlcm fCOIwmlH and r"K fKl'~rt, Dr, lad MiM,

"These changes, in combination with federal reductions in corporate taxes, will
make British Columbia one of the most tax-competitive regimes in the world."
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IT ELIMINATES
HIDDEN,
COMPOUNDING TAX
Businesses paid PST on almost everything
they buy to run their businesses and that
tax is included in the final price paid by the
consumer.

For example, when a mechanic repairs your
car, the repair shop previously paid PST on
the tools, equipment and supplies it buys to
repair your car and on the electricity it uses
to run the machinery and heat the shop.

On top of that, the hidden PST had
compounded many times over before your
car even entered the shop.

PST was paid by the manufacturer who
produced the part to fix the car, by the
trucker who paid tax on the truck that
delivered the part to the warehouse, by
the warehouse that paid PST on almost

everything it bought to store the parts,
and by the retailer who paid PST on afmost
everything it bought to run the store. All of
that tax was compounded and passed on to
the consumer in the final price. Then PST and
GST was applied on top of that final bill.

Under the HST, most businesses don't pay
that compounding tax on productivity.
Therefore, hidden tax won't be added to the
final price of their products.

BUILDING ON B,C:S OLYMPIC MOMENTUM
Retail Councll of Canada· Canada West Foundation. Michael Smart, University of Toronto • David Baxter, Urban Futures Institute

• Dr. Jack MIntz, UniversIty of Calgary· Conference Board of Canada. Hugh Alley, Alco Ventures Inc.· Duane Makl, CEO. Spectrum

Resource Group· John Schroeder, PresIdent, Valleybrook InternatIonal Ventures Inc. 6en Themens, VP Finance and Corporate

Affairs, tonsdale Energy Corporation· Greater Vancouver Gateway Council InItiatives' PrInce George Development Corp.· Truck

Loggers AssociatIon· BC Chamber of Commerce • BC Technology Industry AssociatIon. Jock Finlayson, Business Council ofae·

BC Agriculture CouncH· New Car Dealers Association of ae. BC Road Builders and Heavy Construction Association • Institute of

Chartered Accountants of BC' BC Progress Board. The CanadIan Chamberof Commerce· Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters·

Independent Contractors and Businesses Assoc::latlon of ac. Western Convenience Stores Association. Motion Picture Production

Industry Association o~Brltlsh Columbia· Coast Forest Products AssocIation. West FraserTlmber Co.' MinIng AssocIation of BC·

TELUS· Association for Minerai Exploration British ColumbIa' Canadian Council of Chief Executives· Council of Forest Industries·

Association of International Automobile Manufacturers of Canada' BC Grain Producers Association· Forest Products ASSOCiation of

Canada· Railway Association of Canada· CANFOR. Canada's Leading Economists' Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers

THEY ALL AGREE THE HSTIS GOOD FOR B,C.
HERE'S WHY:
Creates more jobs· Passes savings on to consumers. Lowers taxes on investments. Saves

time and lowers compliance costs· Reduces operating expenses· Gives S.c. a competitive

international advantage. Provides a more transparent, fairer tax system. Eliminates hidden,

compounding provincial sales tax. For more information, visit www.gov.bc.ca.
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THIS SUMMER,

: CELEBRATE
THE SPIRIT OF 2010

Wnat a better way to celebrate the spirit of 2010 than exploring British Columbia this summer.
Driving routes are an exciting way to see all that Be has to offer: stunning vistas, vibrant cities,
encounters with wildlife, a wealth· of history, unforgettable adventures in the great outdoors and
enough luxury to make it a true holiday. Get more information on these driving routes and other
trip ideas at HeJloBC.com/fr;pideas.

11

Pack your
adventuresome
spirit for the
mountains and
quench your thirst
for leisure in the

countryside on
this 7- to lO-day

expedition. The Kootenay Rockies region
offers legendary views of majestic peaks,
soothing hot springs and an amazing mix
of golf courses. As you meander through
the sunny interior, take refreshing dips in
plentiful lakes and indulge your taste buds
at the numerous fruit stands, orchards
and award-winning wineries. About 1,250
kilometres.

MOUNTAINS & VINEYARDS
ROUTE

'~ \)
'"'"

Highlights include:

.. Take in Yoho National Park's astonishing
views of glacial lakes and Takakkaw Falls

.. Stroll through Cominco Gardens to take in
scents from more than 48,000 flowers

• Play golf on a top-rated 18-hole
championship course with dramatic
mountain backdrops

• Take the free, self-guided tour of the
350 restored heritage buildings in the
charming city of Nelson

II Savour award-Winning wines in the
Okanagan Valley and pick fresh fruit at one
of the many road-side farms

oJ Boa rd a BC Ferry at Mill Bay to Brentwood
Bay - dubbed as "Vancouver Island's most
beautiful shortcut"

Highlights include:

.. Follow Cowichan Valley's "Gourmet Trail"
marked by winer"les, fresh seafood docks
and holistic farms

.. Visit the traditional buildings at Quw'utsan'
Cultural Centre where carvers practice
their trade

• Explore Victoria's Inner Harbour and tour
the legislative buildings

• Take a quick dip at Sooke Potholes
Provincial Park and plan to dine at
Sooke Harbour House, where only local
ingredients are used

• Take some time out to enjoy the tidal pools
Juan de Fuca Marine Trail in Port Renfrew

PACIFIC MARINE ROUTE
This 2- to 4-day
"coast to coast"
journey on
Vancouver Island
offers panoramic
views oftheJuan
de Fuca, Haro and
Georgia straits as

well as the Saanich Peninsula. Enjoy a quieter

way of life visiting the trailheads of the
historic West Coast, spectacular provincial
parks, pastoral landscapes and wineries.
About 250 kilometres.

Highlights include:

• Relax while you enjoy the scenery during
the BC Ferries Discover North Passage
cruise to Bella Coola

• Explore the sandstone cliff and caverns at
Newcastle Island Marine Provincial Park

• Williams Lake is a great spot for mountain
biking or a launching point for rafting trips

on the Chilcotin, Chilko and Fraser rivers

• Hike by the three turquoise-coloured lakes
at Joffre Lakes Provincial Park to see glaciers
that feel so close you can touch them

• Step into the city life at one of Vancouver's
amazing shopping districts

• In Tweedsmuir Provincial Park see the
volcanic "Rainbow Mountains"

COAST CARlBOO ROUTE
Take this 7- to 10-day
trip encompassing
diverse landscapes
and activities.
Voyage along
the beautiful but
rugged West Coast,
watching for whales

breaching or sea lions sunning themselves.
On the mainland, drive the "Freedom Road"
past abundant fishing lakes. Then meander,
or canter, through cowboy country and arrive
in the adventure playground of Whistler.
Finally, round out the trip with a world-class
dining experience at one of Vancouver's
award-winning restaurants. About 1,400
kilometres, excluding ferry travel.
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Highlights include:

Take a spectacular
8~ to 14-day road
odyssey exploring
the magnificence of
the vast northern
wilderness. Drive
across stunning
mountain passes,

through dense, emerald-green forests, and
past muskeg and prairie fields of golden
wheat and bright yellow canola. Tour
Aboriginal villages, visit historic sites and
view engineering marvels like the W.A.C.
Bennett Dam. Keep alert for phenomenal
wildlife-spotting - grizzly and black bears,
moose, beavers and caribou all inhabit the
region. About 2,600 kilometres.

e Discover The Exploration Place Museum
and Science Centre in Prince George

e Picnic at breathtaking Bijoux Falls

• Enjoy the scenic Alaska Highway and soak
in Liard River Hot Springs pools

oJ View black bears and grizzly bears from a
viewing platform at Fish Creek

e Explore 'Ksan Historical Village

e fish in one of 300 fishing havens in The
lakes District near Burns Lake

GREAT NORTHERN ROUTE


