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Conservatives hit hard by backlash 
against online spying bill 

 
inally! We have a privacy issue that has 
rung the bell with a majority of 
Canadians and has brought privacy 

rights to centre stage in national politics.   
If you haven’t been living in a cave, you 

know the issue is Bill C-30, the federal 
Conservatives’ online surveillance bill, short-
titled the Protecting Children from Internet 
Predators Act1. It has been panned by both 
the public and the media as a major and 
unwarranted intrusion into Canadians’ privacy. 

According to a poll by Angus-Reid, a 
majority of Canadians think that the 
Conservatives’ proposed online surveillance 
Bill C-30 is too intrusive and should be 
defeated, 

The poll, conducted February 23-24 and 
surveying 1,011 respondents on the polling 
firm’s online panel, found 53 per cent of 
Canadians believe the bill is too intrusive, 
compared to only 27 per cent who believe it is 
necessary to fight online criminal activity. 
Even a plurality of Conservative voters, or 47 
per cent, thinks that the bill has gone too far. 
And considering that opposition to the bill is 
strongest in the Tory heartland of Alberta, 
where 66 per cent of respondents said it was 
too intrusive, it is not surprising that the 
Conservative government has said it is now 
open  to making some amendments. 
Aside: Here at the FIPA office, we grow 

very tired of hearing that people don’t care 
much about privacy any more, especially 
young people and the more ‘plugged in’ 
people. We know this to be false: not only 

                                            
1
 Full title: An Act to Enact the Investigating and 
Preventing Criminal Electronic Communications Act and 
to amend the Criminal Code and other Acts. 

 
 

because privacy is essential to a properly 
functioning social, commercial and political 
environment, but also because privacy is and 
always will be a fundamental psychological 
need of human beings. The public reaction to 
Bill C-30 has brought this home. 

The movement against C-30 has built 
steadily since last year, but it received a 
tremendous boost when Public Safety Minister 
Vic Toews stated in the House of Commons 
that Canadians "can either stand with us or 
with the child pornographers". 

It’s a credit to Canadians and the Canadian 
media that so many rejected Toews’ button-
pushing invocation of child pornography and 
chose instead to regard C-30 with a rational eye.  

A new era of surveillance for the Internet? 

Bill C-30 is the latest of a long string of 
‘lawful access’ bills that the previous Liberal  
and current Conservative governments have 
attempted to introduce that would extend law 
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enforcement surveillance powers over 
telecommunications and the Internet. 

FIPA has been involved in researching, 
debating, and finally opposing ‘updated’ lawful 
access proposals since 2002 (More here). We 
were commissioned by the federal Department 
of Justice in 2002 and 2005 to conduct public 
consultations in B.C. on proposals much like 
the ones in Bill C-30.  We have made several 
submissions to the government and we were a 
founding member of the Stop Online Spying 
campaign last year. 

A personal message from Vic Toews 

A Stop Online Spying petition protesting the 
bill just passed 115,000 signatures. Some 
signers were bemused when they received 
personal email replies from Vic Toews 
purporting to counter ‘myths’ that are 
circulating about C-30.  

FIPA and Open Media have prepared a 
point-by-point response to Toews’ email which 
is available here. 

Under the current version of the bill, police, 
CSIS and other authorities will be able to get 
access to various identifiers without a warrant, 
which will allow online tracking of Canadians. 
Telecommunications providers will have to 
create back doors into their systems for law 
enforcement, which will make it easier to 
hackers to break into those systems. The cost 
of doing this will be borne by consumers 
and/or taxpayers. 

The government claims they just want to 
‘keep up with the bad guys’ – that the new 
technologies mean police are being left 
behind by the criminals. The Privacy 
Commissioners have directly contradicted 
this, stating in a letter to Public Safety Canada 
that what the government is proposing is a 
vast increase in surveillance, not merely 
maintaining the status quo. 

 

FIPA reports on lawful access 
 

Comments on the Lawful Access Proposals, 
March 2005: Click Here 

The Lawful Access Proposals: Why 
Canadians Should Say “No” to Expanded 

Electronic Surveillance by Police,  
Feb. 13, 2003: Click Here 

Comments on the Government of Canada’s 
Lawful Access Consultation Document,  

Dec. 16, 2002: Click Here 
 

 
Media reports using documents obtained 
through Access to Information show that the 
RCMP expect these powers will be in frequent 
use for “non-criminal” investigations. 

Emails from the Canadian Association of 
Chiefs of Police released earlier this year 
show they were casting about for any 
examples where an investigation had been 
hampered or prevented by the lack of the 
powers contained in these online spying bills. 
To date, none have been put forward. 

Government backs off temporarily 

Public and political opposition to Bill 30’s 
has been ferocious, with Conservative 
backbenchers, privacy commissioners, civil 
libertarians, internet freedom advocates and 
many other Canadians getting into the fray.   

The Harper government has blinked, saying 
it’s now prepared to accept changes to the bill.  
The Prime Minister has agreed to send the bill 
directly to committee where the government 
will be prepared to entertain “focused” 
amendments.  It remains to be seen if any 
proposed amendments will meet the 
government’s definition of “focused”, and 
whether those amendments will change the 
essentially repressive nature of this legislation

 
 
 

 

Now you can make secure online donations! 
Support FIPA’s work to preserve your privacy and access to information. 

 

         CLICK HERE 
  

We thank the Law Foundation of BC, the Notary Foundation of BC 
and the Province of British Columbia for supporting FIPA programs 
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