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Supreme Court of Canada hears FIPA’s 

Election Act Challenge 

FIPA’s Charter challenge to protect freedom of expression 
during elections in British Columbia made its final stop in the 
Supreme Court of Canada with a hearing on the morning of 
October 11. After a three year battle, the high court heard from 
FIPA, the BC and Canadian Civil Liberties Associations, and the 
Attorneys-General for Ontario, Quebec and Canada.  
 
The Court reserved its decision. 

BC is the only province in Canada that 

requires a person or group to register 

with authorities in order to discuss 

election issues – even if they spend 

little to no money. FIPA argued that 

this absolute ban on unregistered 

expression is unconstitutional as it 

applies to things like handwritten signs, or other low cost 

communications. Studies have shown that people and groups 

have avoided public comment in past elections for fear of hefty 

fines (up to $10,000) and up to a year in jail for inadvertently 

violating the law.  

Continues on page 2 

With the BC election 

only 5 months away, 

“we hope the Court 

hands down its decision 

before the campaign 

period.” 

https://twitter.com/bcfipa
http://www.scc-csc.ca/case-dossier/info/sum-som-eng.aspx?cas=36495


...continued from page 1 

With the provincial election set for May 9, 2017, the campaign 

period is only six months away.  

“This is an important national issue, but the consequences are 

particularly serious for British Columbia. We hope the Court hands 

down its decision before the campaign period” said FIPA Executive 

Director Vincent Gogolek. “We are hopeful that the Supreme Court 

will find in our favour and strike down this law.”  

Many thanks to FIPA’s pro bono lawyers Sean Hern and Alison 

Latimer of Farris Vaughn for representing us and the public’s interest 

in this case.  

FOR THOSE THAT MISSED IT... 

For those that missed it, BC FIPA celebrated this year’s Right to Know Week by hosting not one but two great 

and informative events! 

We hosted our 6th BC Information Summit on September 22. This year’s theme was From Trickle to Tide: 

Preparing for Wave of Transparency, and featured great keynote addresses by both the provincial and 

federal privacy commissioners, and fascinating panels covering a variety of topics.  

With all the fantastic and positive feedback we received, we are looking forward to our next Information 

Summit! 

Thank you to Suzanne Legault and Drew McArthur for wonderful keynote addresses, to all our panelists for 

fascinating insights, and to all our attendees who continuously make this event so successful.  

We would also like to thank the 2016 BC Information Summit sponsors for their generous support: BCGEU, 

Canadian Taxpayers Federation, CUPE BC, Disability Alliance BC, Newspapers Canada, Trial Lawyers 

Association of BC, UBC School of Library, Archival and Information Studies, Vancity Credit Union, the 

Wilderness Committee, and Picatic. 



ABOUT FIPA 

The BC Freedom of Information and Privacy 

Association (FIPA) is a non-partisan, non-profit society 

that was established in 1991 to promote and defend freedom 

of information and privacy rights in Canada.  

Our goal is to empower citizens by increasing their access to 

information and their control over their own personal 

information.  

We serve a wide variety of individuals and organizations 

through programs of public education, public assistance, 

research and law reform. 

A week later, we hosted our free FOI workshop 

on September 29 where we invited anyone 

looking to learn the basic practical skills needed 

to start tackling their own FOI projects to join us 

and Mike Larsen, a Professor of Criminology at 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University and head 

researcher for our popular educational 

resource, Access in the Academy: Bringing ATI 

and FOI to Academic Research, at the People’s 

Law School in Vancouver.  

This year’s session was particularly successful in 

terms of the quality of questions and 

discussions. Missed out this year? Don’t worry – 

we’ll be back with FOI 101 next year! Be sure to 

follow us on Twitter and subscribe to our 

newsletter to not miss out on future events! 



BC FIPA celebrated its 25th anniversary in style on November 3, 2016 at the Bill Reid Gallery. Our guests, 

board members and staff enjoyed a fantastic evening of great food, local wines and beer, and live music 

while taking in the beautiful Northwest coast art pieces.  

Vincent Gogolek, FIPA’s executive director, kicked off the evening with a few opening remarks, and a 

message from Murray Rankin, MP (Victoria), who congratulated FIPA on all its achievements. We then heard 

from Jay Fedorak, the Deputy Registrar and Assistant Commission to the OIPC, followed by FIPA’s Acting 

President, Mike Larsen.  

 

I think many would agree that the highlight of the evening was awarding FIPA’s inaugural 25th Anniversary 

Leadership Award to Tim Duncan, a former BC public official. He was chosen by the FIPA board for his 

unwavering duty as a public official. Not only did he shine a light into a very dark corner of public 

administration in BC, but he has also aided the push for reform of our laws. He provides an example of the 

standard of conduct and respect for the law that we should expect from all our public officials. Through his 

actions, the ‘triple delete’ scandal came to the forefront of the access to information and privacy 

community, the explosive report Access Denied: Record Retention and Disposal Practices of the Government 

of British Columbia came to fruition detailing the BC 

Government’s multiple failures to keep and/or 

create proper records. We would like to thank and 

congratulate Mr. Duncan once again. 

 

The evening ended with a cake cutting ceremony 

and announcing of our silent auction 

winners – these were some fantastic 

items that were up for bidding including a 

one week stay in villa in southern France, 

Canuck tickets, an exclusive dining 

experience for 7 people at the Cactus 

Club Café, and much more! 

We couldn’t have done it without our 

sponsors – thank you!  



There are three main 

ways you can support 

FIPA: by becoming a 

member, by donating, 

or by becoming a 

volunteer! 

As a non-profit 

organization, we really 

rely on the generosity 

of our supporters to 

allow us to keep doing 

this important work.  

To become a member, 

donate, or volunteer, 

visit us online at 

fipa.bc.ca, send us an 

email at 

fipa@fipa.bc.ca or call 

us at 604-739-9788. 

FIPA would 

like to thank 

you, our 

members, 

donors and 

funders for 

your 

generous 

support in 

making our 

work—and  

this 

bulletin—

possible. 

THANK YOU! WANT TO DO MORE? 

 

BC FIPA in Ottawa for Privacy Act, C-51 
Consultations 

Earlier this month FIPA took part in a civil society consultation on national security and possible changes to 

Bill C-51. The Ottawa meeting was at the invitation of Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale and Justice Minis-

ter Jody Wilson-Raybould and had about two dozen participants. 

The meeting lasted a couple of hours, and FIPA highlighted concerns we expressed earlier about Bill C-51. 
One point we made to the Ministers was that the acts of terrorists are in fact contraventions of criminal law, 
and that criminal law should be the principal tool in combatting the problem of terrorism. To provide special 
treatment for terrorists is to reinforce their message that they are warriors fighting a noble fight rather than 
criminals committing crimes. The shortsighted undermining of our criminal law and its protections of our 
rights may only add to the problem rather than help combat it. 
FIPA also pointed to the fact the ‘committee of parliamentarians’ which will provide review of the security 

agencies activities is not an actual parliamentary committee with the independence and power that comes 

with it. If the Emergencies Act creates an actual parliamentary committee when this country is at war, surely 

we can have an actual parliamentary committee to keep an eye on the security apparatus. 

There is a public consultation currently underway, which ends December 1, 2016, which FIPA will also be 
contributing to. You should too. If you are looking for some help with your response, you may want to check 
out this tool.  

The next day, FIPA appeared as a witness before the Commons ATI, Ethics and Privacy committee which is 

reviewing the Privacy Act.  

The Committee is reviewing the Act and a number of recommendations from federal Privacy commissioner 
Daniel Therrien. FIPA agrees with most of what the Commissioner recommended, and we also suggested 
that the Committee consider implementing domestic data storage requirements (as we have in BC) and re-
quire the workings of algorithms used by federal public bodies be made publicly available. 

There is no current timetable for action related to these two consultations. 

https://fipa.bc.ca/
mailto:fipa@fipa.bc.ca
https://fipa.bc.ca/fipas-submission-on-bill-c-51/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/nationalsecurity/consultation-national-security.html
https://saveoursecurity.ca/
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-actions-and-decisions/advice-to-parliament/2016/parl_sub_160322/


Join us! 

..increasing their right of access 

to government-held 

information.  

 

..promoting and defending the 

principle of universal and  

affordable access to the basic 

information channels of our 

time. 

 

..limiting the surveillance 

activities of the state, and by 

increasing our right of access to 

our own personal information 

and our ability to control the 

collection, use and sharing of Contact FIPA for more information on becoming a member. 

We seek to empower citizens by... 

 

REVISED BYLAWS & CONSTITUTION 

Mark your calendars—the Special General Meeting is only one week away! Here, we 

will be voting in new directors to the board, and amending our current bylaws and 

constitution in compliance with the new BC Societies Act.  

At the SGM, members of the BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association 

will be asked to vote on a revised Constitution and bylaws for the Society. This is 

happening because on November, 28, 2016, a new Societies Act will come into 

effect, thereby replacing the decades-old Act. As a registered BC society, we are 

affected by these changes. 

One of our board members has provided a background piece highlighting the important changes mandated 

by the new legislation, as well as changes we are proposing to update our existing bylaws. To read this guide, 

visit our webpage.  

Our revised bylaws and constitution can also be found on our webpage.  If you have any questions , please 

don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Save the date  

November 15, 

2016 

MEETING NOTICE 

 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Canfor Room—YWCA Hotel 

(733 Beatty St. Vancouver V6B 2M4) 

Registration / Membership renewal   6:30 PM 

Meeting Called to Order                        7:00 PM 

 

Be sure your membership is up to date so that you can vote at the SGM! For more information, or to submit a 

form of proxy, call 604-739-9788. To renew your membership through our online secure form, visit our 

website.  Email events@fipa.bc.ca to register—space is limited! 


