
 

1 | MARCH 2019 

THE OFFICIAL QUARTERLY OF BC FIPA | MARCH 2019 

The Bulletin 

In This Issue 

03 

Updates on the Whistleblower  

Legislation 

02 

Introducing “Data Subjects”: a podcast 

on freedom of information and privacy 

issues 

06 

Book your Freedom of Information 

workshop now! 

Legislative Assembly to 

be brought under FIPPA 

The BC Freedom of Information and Privacy  

Association is pleased with the recommendations 

made by the province’s top watchdogs to bring the 

Legislative Assembly of BC under the Freedom of  

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). 

Signed by Information and Privacy Commissioner  

Michael McEvoy, Merit Commissioner Fiona Spencer, 

and Ombudsperson Jay Chalke, the recommendations 

called for the Legislature to “meet the same standards” 

that 2,900 other provincial public bodies are subject to.  

Click here for more. 
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Introducing:  
Data Subjects 

We are pleased to introduce 

Nazli Jelveh as the newest 

member of FIPA’s Board of  

Directors.   

 

After completing her  

undergraduate studies in 

mathematics, she attended 

Osgoode Hall Law School 

and obtained her JD in 2018.  

 

Currently, she works as an  

articling law student at a  

boutique law firm in  

downtown Vancouver and 

will soon be called to the bar 

of BC.  

 

Join us in giving a warm wel-

come to Nazli! 

A new podcast dedicated to issues surrounding privacy 

and freedom of information rights in Canada. 

Data Subjects marks FIPA’s first foray into the world of 

podcasts. Episodes will tackle a wide variety of topics,  

from the history of FOI in Canada, to the pitfalls of our 

modern privacy rights, and many more. 

Episodes will feature interviews with some of Canada’s 

most renowned figures from both the privacy and FOI 

landscapes, as well as stories from within FIPA. 

Data Subjects will launch this spring and will be available 

on your favourite podcast provider like Apple Podcasts, 

Stitcher, Spotify, and on our website. 

We have a 

new addition 

to our Board 

of Directors! 

Nazli Jelveh 
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ABOUT FIPA 

The BC Freedom of Information and 

Privacy Association (FIPA) is a non-partisan, 

non-profit society that was established in 1991 to 

promote and defend freedom of information and privacy 

rights in Canada.  

Our goal is to empower citizens by increasing their 

access to information and their control over their own 

personal information.  

We serve a wide variety of individuals and organizations 

through programs of public education, public assistance, 

research and law reform. 

Updates on Whistleblower Legislation 

Last November, we published Carroll 

Anne Boydell’s analysis of BC’s new 

whistleblower legislation – the Public  

Interest Disclosure Act (PIDA) – and 

how it compares to international best 

practice standards. 

The study, which is currently available to 

download from our website, examines 

different legislations containing protec-

tions for whistleblowers who disclose 

wrongdoing in the province and deter-

mines how well they follow best practice 

principles. 

Click here for a free download of the 

document. 

https://fipa.bc.ca/best-practices-in-whistleblower-legislation-an-analysis-of-federal-and-provincial-legislation-relevant-to-disclosures-of-wrongdoing-in-british-columbia/
https://fipa.bc.ca/best-practices-in-whistleblower-legislation-an-analysis-of-federal-and-provincial-legislation-relevant-to-disclosures-of-wrongdoing-in-british-columbia/
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Highlights from  our website 

Privacy in Peril 

What are the issues and challenges 

that plague our privacy rights? How 

much surveillance is really happen-

ing around us?  

On Jan. 28, Mike Larsen of FIPA 

and Micheal Vonn of BCCLA led 

“Privacy in Peril” in front of a 

packed crowd at the Montalbano 

Family Theatre. 

Made possible by the SFU Library 

and the Vancouver Public Library, 

the event saw Larsen and Vonn 

tackle modern issues around data, 

surveillance, and privacy. 

The StatsCan Debacle 

Curious about  the new Speculation and Vacancy Tax?  

We might be able to help 

Our concerns about Canada’s 

desire to be a leader in A.I. tech 

The Speculation and Vacancy Tax has become the latest issue for British Columbians – 
many of whom, have come forward to us to voice their concerns about having to 
share their Social Insurance Number (SIN).  

It was a wild couple of months after we learned that Statistics Canada was collecting thorough 
credit information from TransUnion. When we (and more than 400 other Canadians) 
started asking for the information they collected, the response process got even wilder.  

Can Canada become the global leader in Artificial Intelligence that it aspires to be? Maybe. Are we 
going to ensure safeguards to personal and collective privacy as we march towards that 
goal? We have doubts. Serious doubts.  

https://fipa.bc.ca/democratic-implications-of-privacy-issues-take-centre-stage-at-privacy-in-peril/
https://fipa.bc.ca/the-sins-of-the-speculation-and-vacancy-tax/
https://fipa.bc.ca/the-sins-of-the-speculation-and-vacancy-tax/
https://fipa.bc.ca/two-pieces-of-scotch-tape-that-show-why-statistics-canada-doesnt-care-about-your-privacy/
https://fipa.bc.ca/two-pieces-of-scotch-tape-that-show-why-statistics-canada-doesnt-care-about-your-privacy/
https://fipa.bc.ca/caution-is-necessary-as-artificial-intelligence-continues-to-shift-the-canadian-digital-economy/
https://fipa.bc.ca/caution-is-necessary-as-artificial-intelligence-continues-to-shift-the-canadian-digital-economy/
https://fipa.bc.ca/caution-is-necessary-as-artificial-intelligence-continues-to-shift-the-canadian-digital-economy/
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We are in the process of  publishing videos from our more 

recent events, starting with  panels and lectures from our 

2017 Info Summit. 

 

Subscribe to @BCFIPA on YouTube to get our latest  

content! 

Get  

Involved! 
 

There are three main 

ways you can support 

FIPA: by becoming a 

member, by donating,  

or by becoming a  

volunteer! 

 

As a non-profit  

organization, we rely on 

the generosity of our 

supporters to allow us  

to keep doing this  

important work.  

 

To become a member, 

donate, or volunteer, 

you can: 

 

Visit us online at:  

fipa.bc.ca 

 

Tweet us!  

@bcfipa 

 

Give us a call at  

604 739 9788 

 

Or send us an email at 

fipa@fipa.bc.ca 

We are on YouTube!  

Coming Soon 

Drew McArthur's keynote  

Whistleblower panel  

Kirk LaPointe keynote  

Indigenous governance panel  

Open government panel 

Available Now 

Mike Larsen's opening remarks  

Legal privilege and FOI panel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD-NKB9AzDNdMYKHKpP--6Q
https://fipa.bc.ca/a-step-towards-accountability/
https://twitter.com/bcfipa
mailto:fipa@fipa.bc.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTrb4LJDiZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxtzG-RlfB4&t=3708s
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Join us! 

..increasing their right of access to 

government-held information.  

 

 

..promoting and defending the 

principle of universal and  

affordable access to the basic 

information channels of our time. 

 

 

 

..limiting the surveillance activities of 

the state, and by increasing our right 

of access to our own personal 

information and our ability to 

control the collection, use and 

sharing of our personal information, 

wherever it is stored. 
Contact FIPA for more information on becoming a member. 

We seek to empower citizens by... 

We offer Freedom of Information workshops to anyone  

looking to learn basic and practical skills needed to start  

tackling their own FOI projects. 

Workshops are entirely FREE and can be focused on  

the foundational knowledge of FOI through our 101  

workshops, or the more advanced intricacies found in  

our 201 version. 

Send us a message at fipa@fipa.bc.ca for more details. 

BOOK YOUR 

FREEDOM 

OF 

INFORMATION 

WORKSHOP 

NOW! 


