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Whistleblower Accusations Highlight Need for Legislative Reform
Question period in the BC Legislature has been occupied
by the accusations of a whistleblower who claims that the
Minister of Citizens’ Services, Jinny Sims, has been using her personal address to conduct government busi-
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ness in order to circumvent Freedom of Information laws,
amongst other allegations.

This is particularly troublesome as Minister Sims over-
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sees the administration of those very laws and made a
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public apology only one year ago for a similar indiscre-
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tion. Click here for more.
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On the Podcast:
History of FIPPA (Part 2)
This episode continues our story about the history of BC’s
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act by
exploring what’s gone wrong since the Act was passed.

We begin in the year 1996, as a new NDP government
under Premier Glen Clark is taking office. You’ll hear from
Clark about why he decided to limit the budget for the administration of the Act.
Then we take a look at the legislative amendments that
could help realign the Act with its original spirit and intent,
which would go along way to provide clarity regarding the
current whistleblower allegations in the BC Legislature.

This episode features interviews with all of the experts
heard in the first episode.
Data Subjects is available on Apple Podcasts, Stitcher,
Spotify, and on our website.
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If you’ve been a member in
good standing for at least
the past six months, consider joining FIPA’s board of directors.
The board of directors meets
once a month to discuss
strategy and determine the
direction of FIPA’s operations, advocacy, and project
work.
For more information about
the director nomination process, please refer to this
document on our website.
You must submit an expression of interest at least seven days prior to the AGM
(June 27, 2019)

Update on the Connected Car Report
In 2016, FIPA published a study on privacy and onboard vehicle telematics
technology.
The report observed how vehicles have
transformed their mechanics to become
electronically-controlled, which has enabled them to become mobile communication devices.
In the years since the report’s publication, the amount of data produced by
cars has only increased.
This update will reflect the continued
changes that the automobile industry is
experiencing and its impact on privacy.
The update will be published this summer.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association (FIPA) will be
holding its AGM on June 27, 2019 at 6:30 PM at the Vancouver Public Library’s
Central Branch (350 W Georgia St.) in the Alma VanDusen Room.
We’re excited to welcome Bryan Carney from The Tyee as this year’s guest
speaker. His reporting covers freedom of information and privacy, including
breaking stories about Facebook’s “sniper-targeting”, an RCMP social media
monitoring program, and the Royal Bank of Canada’s alleged ability to read private
social media messages.
The event is open to members and the public. A light meal will be served.
Please RSVP to fipa@fipa.bc.ca in order to confirm your attendance.
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New Project Announcement: In an Age of Connected Devices: What is Meaningful Consent?

We’re proud to announce that our project has received funding from the Office of
the Privacy Commissioner of Canada.
The project will comprise of a design jam that brings together experts from academia, industry, and civil society to produce cutting-edge solutions to the problem
of connected devices and meaningful consent.
More specifically, the project will examine how we can create new models of generation meaningful consent in order to mitigate the negative impacts that new information technologies have on our privacy.
It will seek to do this by addressing the privacy implications related to wearable
technologies, smart homes, smart cities, and their relationship to big data.
The design jam will be held in the fall of 2019. More information to come.
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Get
Involved!
There are three main
ways you can support
FIPA: by becoming a
member, by donating,
or by becoming a
volunteer!

On May 23, 2019 BC FIPA co-hosted the Policing Info World
conference with the department of Criminology at Kwantlen
Polytechnic University and the BC Civil Liberties Association.

As a non-profit
organization, we rely on
the generosity of our
supporters to allow us
to keep doing this
important work.

The conference explored the data behind crime, law enforcement, and surveillance. It featured panels on data and: new
surveillance modes and capacities; predictive policing; biasfree policing; and the border.

To become a member,
donate, or volunteer,
you can:

It was attended by a range of individuals from the public and
included representatives from government agencies and municipal police departments.
Panelists: Mike Larsen (FIPA President and Professor at KPU);
Josh Paterson (BCCLA Executive Director); Michelle Davey
(VPD); Dr. Wade Deisman (Associate Dean, KPU); Ryan Prox
(VPD); Dylan Mazur (BCCLA); Michelle A. Cameron (UBC);
Meghan McDermott (BCCLA); and Peter Edelmann (Lawyer).
We’ve been the conference proceedings available on a special
edition of our Data Subjects podcast.
The conference wouldn’t have been possible without the support our sponsors: CUPE BC, News Media Canada, and Web
exPress.

Visit us online at:

fipa.bc.ca
Tweet us!

@bcfipa
Give us a call at

604 739 9788
Or send us an email at

fipa@fipa.bc.ca
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BOOK YOUR

FREEDOM
OF
INFORMATION
WORKSHOP
NOW!

We offer Freedom of Information workshops to anyone
looking to learn basic and practical skills needed to start
tackling their own FOI projects.
Workshops are entirely FREE and can be focused on
the foundational knowledge of FOI through our 101
workshops, or the more advanced intricacies found in
our 201 version.

Send us a message at fipa@fipa.bc.ca for more details.

We seek to empower citizens by...
..increasing their right of access to
government-held information.

Join us!

..promoting and defending the
principle of universal and
affordable access to the basic
information channels of our time.

Contact
FIPA
for more information on becoming a member.
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..limiting the surveillance activities of
the state, and by increasing our right
of access to our own personal
information and our ability to
control the collection, use and
sharing of our personal information,
wherever it is stored.

