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FIPA is hiring a new ED! 

The BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Associa-
tion is looking for a new Executive Director. 

Our current Executive Director, Sara Neuert, will be leaving FIPA 

at the end of October, and FIPA is looking for a passionate, knowl-

edgeable leader who is looking to make a difference in the world of 

information and privacy rights. 

The Executive Director reports to and advises the FIPA Board of 

Directors, and currently oversees one full-time staff, occasional 

part-time staff, volunteers, and contractors.  This position is ac-

countable for the leadership of the organization, and for the com-

munication and expansion of the organization’s messages and val-

ues. Click here for more. 
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https://fipa.bc.ca/fipa-is-hiring-a-new-executive-director/
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On the Podcast: 

Information Laundering 

It is election season, and 

leaders of Canada’s political 

parties are making promises, 

presenting platforms, and 

answering questions about 

plans and policies.  

 

The next Government of 

Canada will have to take po-

sitions on transparency re-

form, privacy in a digital age, 

democracy and Big Data, 

and the regulation of in-

creasingly-intrusive surveil-

lance practices.  

 

We want to make sure that 

information and privacy 

rights are part of the public 

conversation during the elec-

tion period.  

 

We’ve compiled an Election 

Questionnaire, and will be 

sending it to all the major 

parties. Stay tuned for more.  

 

As we learned in the first episodes of Data Subjects, BC’s 

Freedom of Information laws were created in order to en-

sure that public records belong to the public, which a fun-

damental principle to our democracy.  

Citizens in a democratic nation must have a right of ac-

cess to information about their government in order to 

make informed choices. But prior to 1992, we didn’t have 

these rights in BC. And now, we’re at risk of losing them 

again due to something known as information laundering.  

This episode is about a loophole in BC’s Freedom of In-

formation and Protection of Privacy Act that allows public 

bodies to create subsidiary companies that are not sub-

ject to BC”s Freedom of Information laws. 

Data Subjects is available on Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, 

Spotify, and on our website. 

Transparen-

cy, Privacy, 

and the Fed-

eral Election 

https://fipa.bc.ca/new-on-the-podcast-information-laundering/
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BC FOI NEWS STORY INDEX 

As part of Right to Know Week 2019, independent journalist Stanley Tromp has 

published the BC Freedom of Information (FOI) News Story Index. The new 

resource, which received support from the BC Freedom of Information and Privacy 

Association, is a database that documents significant news items produced using 

BC’s FOI laws since they came into force in 1993.  

The resource includes more than 1,900 news items based on government records 

obtained using BC’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and 

other FOI laws.  

It will be a useful reference for anyone interested in using freedom of information 

laws in order to exercise their right to know.  

View the full resource.  

2019 Update to the Connected Car Report availa-

ble now 

This report updates FIPA’s 2015 ground

-breaking report, The Connected Car: 

Who is in the Driver’s Seat? As may be 

expected, there have been major devel-

opments both in technology and policy 

since our first Connected Car report.  

Technology that was once exclusively 

available on high end vehicles has be-

come commonplace. According to one 

estimate, 98 per cent of vehicles in 

North America and Europe will be con-

nected by 2021. Car companies are 

constantly seeking new way to profit 

from the collection of data taken from 

their vehicles, often in partnership with 

large technology companies like Apple 

and Google. Read the full update.  

https://fipa.bc.ca/bc-foi-news-story-index/
https://fipa.bc.ca/2019-update-to-the-connected-car/
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Commissioner’s Order protects privacy while 

promoting democratic values 

Last month, the Information and Privacy Commissioner for BC, Michael McEvoy, 

issued an order stating that BC’s privacy laws apply to the electoral district associ-

ations of federal political parties, despite their contestations.  

The Order affirms that all organizations in BC, including those created by federal 

political parties, must be held to the same standard when it comes to the protection 

of privacy. Under BC’s Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA), individuals have 

the right to know what personal information is in the possession of an organization, 

how this information is used, how it has been acquired, and where it has been 

shared.  

Until this ruling, federal political parties have operated as if they are not subject to 

any privacy laws that grant people these vital privacy rights.  

Read our press release on the Order. 

https://fipa.bc.ca/commissioners-order-protects-privacy-while-promoting-democratic-values/
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Support Information and Privacy Rights in BC! 

This summer we teamed up with the BC Civil Liberties Associ-

ation and created a petition to encourage the British Columbia 

government to keep their campaign promise of reforming the 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  

This act is as important today as it was when it was created in 

the early 1990s. It creates a legal framework that regulates 

how public bodies treat personal information and assigns infor-

mation and privacy rights to British Columbians.  

But in the nearly 30 years since the Act was passed, a lot has 

changed while the Act has stayed largely the same. Just think, 

the new technology at the time was the fax machine. The inter-

net and our connected world has changed the way information 

is created, stored, used, and accessed. And our laws need to 

change as well.  

If you’re interested in learning more about the Act, and our role 

in getting the legislation passed, check out our podcast.  

But the most important thing that you can do, is to add your 

name to our petition and voice your support for privacy and in-

formation rights for British Columbians! 

Get  

Involved! 
 

There are three main 

ways you can support 

FIPA: by becoming a 

member, by donating,  

or by becoming a  

volunteer! 

 

As a non-profit  

organization, we rely on 

the generosity of our 

supporters to allow us  

to keep doing this  

important work.  

 

To become a member, 

donate, or volunteer, 

you can: 

 

Visit us online at:  

fipa.bc.ca 

 

Tweet us!  

@bcfipa 

 

Give us a call at  

604 739 9788 

 

Or send us an email at 

fipa@fipa.bc.ca 

https://act.newmode.net/action/bc-civil-liberties-association/time-information-rights-reform-here-we-are-asking-bc/?source=1
https://fipa.bc.ca/podcast/
https://act.newmode.net/action/bc-civil-liberties-association/time-information-rights-reform-here-we-are-asking-bc/?source=1
https://act.newmode.net/action/bc-civil-liberties-association/time-information-rights-reform-here-we-are-asking-bc/?source=1
https://fipa.bc.ca/a-step-towards-accountability/
https://twitter.com/bcfipa
mailto:fipa@fipa.bc.ca
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Join us! 

..increasing their right of access to 

government-held information.  

 

 

..promoting and defending the 

principle of universal and  

affordable access to the basic 

information channels of our time. 

 

 

 

..limiting the surveillance activities of 

the state, and by increasing our right 

of access to our own personal 

information and our ability to 

control the collection, use and 

sharing of our personal information, 

wherever it is stored. 
Contact FIPA for more information on becoming a member. 

We seek to empower citizens by... 

We offer Freedom of Information workshops to anyone  

looking to learn basic and practical skills needed to start  

tackling their own FOI projects. 

Workshops are entirely FREE and can be focused on  

the foundational knowledge of FOI through our 101  

workshops, or the more advanced intricacies found in  

our 201 version. 

Send us a message at fipa@fipa.bc.ca for more details. 

BOOK YOUR 

FREEDOM 

OF 

INFORMATION 

WORKSHOP 

NOW! 


