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Bill 22:  

A step backwards for transparency when the 
public needs it most 

 
Lisa Beare, Minister of Citizens’ Services, announced changes to 
British Columbia's Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection 
Act.   
 

Hansard - Introduction of Bills   Citizens' Services News Release  

 

Bill 22 First Reading    Current Legislation  

  
The government claims these amendments are necessary yet 
continue to disregard the current statutory requirements. For 
example, no “annual” report was tabled in 2020 nor in 2021, to 
date. The Act requires an annual report be released to empower 
people to know where government is succeeding and failing. 
 

FOI Annual Reports  

 
The government claims their proposed amendments reflect the 
results of extensive public engagement. Today they released a 
summary of information but are not being transparent about the 
information. FIPA has an outstanding FOI request for these results 
and we call for all engagement information to be made available as 
soon as possible. 
 

Engagement Summary   FIPA Request Delayed  
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The Legislature has an all-party Legislative Special Committee that 
is mandated to review the legislation, to consult with the public, 
and to make recommendations on changes. The Government 
shows blatant disregard for all members of the legislature and the 
transparent process when they undermine the work by drafting 
legislative changes behind closed doors without releasing the 
information that informs those legislative changes. 
 

Special Committee to Review FoIPPA  

 
The Government claim this is a comprehensive package of 
changes to reflect the needs of British Columbians yet they do not 
address many of the key amendments recommended by prior all-
party committees - committees that their members were a part of 
and which reflected public input. Few of these recommendations 
are reflected in the proposed changes in Bill 22. 
 

2016 Committee Report   2010 Committee Report  

 
 
Others also recognize the gaps in the legislation including 
Information and Privacy Commissioner Michael McEvoy. 
 

OIPC News Release  
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